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. . .God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.”

There is an existence after physical death.

The first king of Israel was King Saul. Samuel was a prophet in those days. After Samuel the prophet of God died, King Saul did that which was wrong. He had a medium call the spirit of Samuel up so that Saul could talk with Samuel.

I Samuel 28:15: Now Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?” And Saul answered, “I am deeply distressed;. . .

There is existence after our bodies die.

David was king of Israel after Saul. David spoke the word of God by the Spirit of God. 2 Samuel 23:1-3. David wrote:

Psalm 23:6: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me All the days of my life; And I will dwell in the House of the LORD Forever.

There is existence after physical death. Yes, David is dwelling in the House of the Lord forever.

In the book of Ecclesiastes, much is written about the vanity of life under the sun. However, at the close of the book the meaning and purpose of life are given in 

Ecclesiastes 12:13, 14: Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, For this is the whole duty of man. For God will bring every work into judgment, Including every secret thing, Whether it is good or whether it is evil.

Yes, there is a day of judgment coming. There is an existence after physical death. In Ecclesiastes 13:7, we are told what happens at the time of physical death: 

Then the dust will return to the 
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earth as it was. And the spirit 

will return to God who gave it.

The spirit leaves the body at the time of 

death. The spirit returns to God who gave it. God is the  Father of our spirits. Hebrews 12:9. You are a spirit living in a physical body. Death is a separation, never an annihilation. James 2:26. There is an existence after death.

Psalm 90:10: The days of our lives are seventy years; And if by reason of strength they are eighty years, Yet their boast is only labor and sorrow; For it is soon cut off, and we fly away.

In Isaiah 14, it speaks about Sheol, the abode of the spirits of those whose bodies have died. The scripture tells that they would talk to the king of Babylon when he would come to Sheol.

Isaiah 14:10,11: They all shall speak and say to you: ‘Have you also become as weak as we? Have you become like us? Your pomp is brought down to Sheol, . . .

Yes, there is an existence after the body dies, even for evil people.

Daniel was a prophet of God when the people of Israel were in Babylonian captivity.

Daniel 12:2: And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, Some to everlasting life, Some to shame and everlasting contempt.

Notice that there is everlasting life, and there is everlasting contempt and shame. Yes, there is existence after physical death. So far, our study has been in the Hebrew Bible, the Old Testament.

When Jesus took Peter, James and John up on a high mountain, Jesus was transfigured.

Matthew 17:3: And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, 
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talking with him.

Yes, Moses and Elijah talked with Jesus. Moses had died about 1430 years before. Elijah had left this world about 880 years 

before. Yes, there is existence after physical death.

Jesus did not tell fables or lies. He told the truth. Even His parables were true stories that taught true spiritual lessons. He talked about a certain rich man and Lazarus. This is history.

Luke 16:22,23: “So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. “And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.

Do you believe Jesus? False prophets do not. Will you follow false prophets or Jesus the Messiah? Yes, Lazarus went to be with Abraham, and the certain rich man went to Hades, which is the Greek word for the Hebrew word Sheol. Jesus said the rich man was in torments. We do not want to go there. The Bible tells us that those who disobeyed God in the days of Noah are in prison.           I Peter 3:18-20. (See also 2 Peter 2:4.)

Jesus said in John 5:28,29: “Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice “And come forth--those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.

Did you notice that both the good and the evil will be resurrected? Yes, there is existence after physical death. (See also Acts 24:15.)

Jesus spoke about hell, for example in Matthew 5:29, 30; and 10:28. The Greek word is gehenna. Jesus told about the 
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coming day of judgment in Matthew 25:30-46, when all nations will be gathered before the throne of His glory.

Matthew 25:41: “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire . . .

Matt. 25:46: “And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
There is eternal everlasting life and there is eternal everlasting punishment. Jesus used the same exact Greek word for both.

The Day of Judgment is described in:

Revelation 20:15: And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.

What will happen in the lake of fire?

Revelation 20:10: And the devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

You do not want to go to the lake of fire.

When Jesus the Messiah was hanging on the cross, a thief on a cross next to His said:

Luke 23:42,43. . . .“Lord remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”
When the thief died, he went to be with Jesus in Paradise. Where is Paradise?

2 Corinthians 12:2-4: I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago--whether in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows--such a one was caught up to the third heaven. And I know such a man--whether in the body or out of the 
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body I do not know, God knows--how he was caught up in to Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for man to utter.

The Bible teaches that Paradise is up in the third heaven.

When the faithful Christian dies, the spirit leaves the body.

2 Corinthians 5:1-8: For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. Therefore we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. For we walk by faith, not by sight. We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.

When the faithful Christian leaves the body, the Christian goes to be with the Lord.

Philippians 1:21-23: For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall choose I cannot tell, for I am hard pressed between the 
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two, having a desire to depart and be with Christ,which is far better

The word of God clearly teaches that the faithful Christian goes to be with Christ when the body dies. You can be with Christ when your body dies. You are a spirit, soul and body.

1 Thessalonians 5:23: Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Yes, your spirit lives inside your body.

2 Peter 1:13,14: Yes, I think it is right, as long as I am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding you, knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me.

Peter wrote about putting off his tent, his departure from his body. The spirit returns to God. Eccl. 12:7. In the book of Revelation, we have examples of Christians in heaven with God.

Revelation 6:9-11: When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the Word of God and for the testimony which they held. And they cried with a loud voice, saying “How Long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” And a white robe was given to each of them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed.

John the apostle saw the souls, not the bodies, of those who had been slain. These 
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souls were under the altar in heaven. They cried out to God.  Another example of 

Christians in heaven before the Day of judgment is recorded in: Rev 7:9-17.

When Messiah returns to this earth, God will bring with Him the spirits of faithful Christians whose bodies sleep in the earth. 1 Thessalonians 4:14. The bodies will be raised. 1 Thessalonians 4:16; John 5:28,29. The bodies of faithful Christians will be changed. 1 Corinthians 15:42-55. Then there will be the Day of Judgment. 2 Corinthians 5:10; Matthew 25:31-46. 

After the judgment, faithful Christians will live in the heavenly New Jerusalem. Revelation 21 and 22. The tree of life will be in the New Jerusalem. Revelation 22.

Revelation 2:7: “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the Tree of Life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.”
Would you like to go to heaven when you die? Would you like to go be with the Lamb of God, Jesus Messiah when you leave this life? The good news for you this day is that Jesus the Messiah, the Lamb of God died for our sins according to the scriptures. He was buried. Jesus the Messiah was raised on the third day, according to the scriptures. Put your trust in Jesus the Messiah. Confess Him to be Lord, Messiah, the Son of God. Matthew 10:32. Repent and be baptized (immersed) in the name of Jesus Messiah for the forgiveness of sins and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts 2:38. Then you can live a faithful, obedient, fruitful life serving God here on earth and live forever in the heavenly New Jerusalem. Rev.21:24.       
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YOU CAN GO TO HEAVEN
Will you exist after your body dies? God has given us information about existence after death in His Word, the Bible. Let us look at what the Bible teaches us.

Abraham lived in the Ur of the Chaldeans, but God commanded Abraham to leave his country. God led him to Canaan.Genesis 12.

Genesis 25:8: Then Abraham breathed his last and died in a good old age, an old man and full of years, and was gathered to his people. (New King James Bible)
Notice the statement: and was gathered to his people. Does that mean that Abraham’s body was hauled back to Ur of the Chaldeans? No, because we read in the next verse that he was buried in the land of Canaan. Abraham was gathered to his people who still existed after death. (See also Genesis 15:15; 49:33.) There is existence after physical death.

Many years later God spoke to Moses from the burning bush. 

Exodus 3:6: Moreover He said, “I am the God of your Father--the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob”. . .

God used the present tense, saying “I am.” This shows that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are still alive. Jesus quoted this verse and said in Matthew 22:32: 


