
The disciples were called Christians. Christ is the Greek word for the Hebrew word Mashiyakh, which means in English Messiah, Anointed.  The name Christian means of Christ, of Messiah or Messiahan.

The Apostle Peter wrote:

I Peter 4:16: Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this name.

We are to glorify God in this name, Christian. To wear the name of Christ is most important. The Christian confesses Christ. To use the name Christian shows the ownership of Christ, of Messiah.

Christians are married to Christ.

Romans 7:4: Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you may be married to another, even to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God.

Christians are married to Christ spiritually. The name Christian shows this relationship. The bride is to wear her husband’s name. The church is the bride of Christ. To use a denominational name shows spiritual adultery. In the word of God, the New Testament, Christians are never called Catholics, Lutherans, Menonites, Anglicans, Presbyterians, Calvinists, Baptists, Methodists, Wesleyans, Pentecostals, Congre-gationalists, Mormons, Seventh Day Adventists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, etc.

1 Corinthians 1:10-15: Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. For it has been declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, there are contentions among you. Now I say this, that each of you says, “I am of Paul,”  or “I am of Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, lest anyone should say that I had baptized in my own name.

The Apostle Paul condemned the Corinthians for calling themselves after Paul or Cephas or Apollos. Only Christ was crucified for their sins. They had been baptized in the name of Christ, not in the name of Paul. The Apostle made it clear that we should only use the name of Him who was crucified for us: the name of Messiah, Christ Jesus, who is Lord and king. Denominational names are wrong.

Martin Luther said: I pray you to leave my name alone and call not yourselves Lutherans, but Christians. Who is Luther? My doctrine is not mine. I have not been crucified for anyone. St. Paul, (1 Cor. 1:13), would not that any should call themselves for Paul, nor of Peter, but of Christ. How, then, does it befit me, a miserable stinking sack of worms, to give my name to the children of Christ? Cease my dear friends, to cling to these party names, and distinctions, away with them all, and let us call ourselves only Christians, after him from whom our doctrine comes. Storls, Life of Luther, p. 289, and Michelet, Life of Luther, p. 262.

AMEN! Yes, let us get away from party names. Those who use the name Lutheran do not obey Luther, neither do they obey the Word of God. The same is true for those who use other names of divisions. Let us be Christians and glorify God in this name. Let us wear the name of our bridegroom, savior, Lord and judge.


Colossians 3:17: And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

Jesus said:  Matthew 10:32,33: “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. “But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.

Are you willing to confess the name of Christ by becoming and calling yourself a Christian? The name of Jesus Messiah, Jesus Christ is the only name in which there is salvation. The Apostle Peter said to the Jewish rulers, elders, and scribes:

Acts 4:10-12: “let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole. “This is the ‘stone which was rejected by you builders; which has become the chief cornerstone.’“Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

Yes, only in the name of Jesus Messiah, Jesus Christ is there salvation: “there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” Only Jesus Messiah, Jesus Christ died for your sins according to the scriptures. Moses did not die for your sins. Buddah did not die for your sins. Mohammed did not die for your sins. Only Jesus Messiah, Jesus Christ died for your sins! In the New Testament, the followers of Jesus Christ are called Christians. It is in this name that we are to glorify God. 1 Peter 4:16. Christians are married to Christ, spiritually. Romans 7:4. The bride is to use her husband’s name. We must call ourselves Christians, after Christ, or be guilty of spiritual adultery.

When the Apostle Paul was before the judgment seat of King Agrippa, Paul preached the good news about Jesus the Messiah, the Son of God. The Apostle Paul said:

Acts 26:22-27: “Therefore, having obtained help from God, to this day I stand witnessing both to small and great, saying no other things than those which the prophets and Moses said would come-- that the Christ would suffer, that He would be the first to rise from the dead, and would proclaim light to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles. “King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you do believe.” Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You almost persuade me to become a Christian.”

King Agrippa was almost persuaded to become a Christian. You need to be not almost persuaded to become a Christian, but to become a Christian. Believe in Jesus Messiah; the Son of God. 

You need to become a Christian as the Ethiopian eunuch did:  

Acts 8:35-39:Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him. Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, “See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?” Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing.

The Ethiopian eunuch heard the preaching about Jesus from the Scriptures. He confessed that he believed that Jesus is the Son of God. He went down into the water with Philip and was immersed under the water. Then he came up out of the water. What was he then? A christian!

Notice that belief in Jesus must come before baptism. Infant baptism. Notice also that baptism is a burial under the water, and a resurrection up out of the water through faith!

Jesus Christ invites you now to come to him in faith. Turn away from sin. Decide now to follow Jesus who died for you. Confess Him to be Messiah, the Son of God, and Lord. Then through your own faith you can be buried with Him in baptism for the forgiveness of your sins and you will receive the Holy Spirit as a gift. Then you can walk in newness of life, being faithful until death and the new heavenly Jerusalem will be your eternal home. 

Acts 2:38: Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Revelation 22:17: And the Spriit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. And whoever desires, let him take of the water of life freely. 

Yes, become a Christian now! 
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Moses Wrote:

Deuteronomy 18:15:“The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear. 
God has raised up a prophet from Israel like Moses. Moses said, “Him you shall hear.” Jesus the Messiah is the prophet that we must hear. Jesus is the Messiah of the tribe of Judah. He is now king on the throne of David seated at the right hand of God, Acts 2:30-32. Jesus Messiah has all authority in heaven and on earth, Matthew 28:18. You will stand before Him on the day of judgment, 2 Corinthians 5:10.

The word of God foretold that God would call His people by a new name. 

Isaiah 62:2: The Gentiles shall see your righteousness, And all kings your glory. You shall be called by a new name, Which the mouth of the LORD will name.

What is the new name God’s people are called?

Acts 11:26: . . .So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many people. And the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

The word called in Acts 11:26 is from a Greek word meaning “to be divinely instructed, to receive warning or revelation from God.” 

“to declare by an oracle.” chrematizo.


